CAPTAIN.

The Drive-In went well and we were extremely
lucky with the weather relative to all the rain
immediately before and since. The Drive-In is a
great social event and my thanks to all who
turned out to support and to all who worked so
hard on the day and in the lead-up to make it
happen.

Well these are very early days in the year and
with the course closed quite a bit of the time
things have been predictably quiet. We have
finalised the arrangements with other clubs for a
very full programme of practice matches leading

up to the competition and in common
with our team have a bye in the
first round. | wish all our teams throughout the

club good luck in formal and social matches.
It is going to a busy year for us in every way.
The Festival Week to celebrate our 75" anniver-
sary should be good fun and the chance for
members to mix up a bit and perhaps play with
some different people. | certainly hope that the
60 plus members from throughout the club will
support the seniors’ event that week. It is good
that we have so many groups and sections so
long as they can work together for the benefit of
all.
The Captain’s charity this year will continue to be
. This very worthy cause
unfortunately touches on the lives of most fami-
lies at some time and | am sure that members
will continue to give generously. In addition
other charities will benefit from sections of the
club, so we are spreading our largesse very
widely.
| meant what | said at the Drive-In that the mem-
bers’ interest should be at the forefront of all that
we do. | am sure that we can all pull together in
this our anniversary year to have fun and enjoy a
golfing and social year to remember.

Colin Hart.

LADIES.

My thanks to all who supported the ‘drive in’ on
New Years Day and made it such an enjoyable
and memorable event.
Since then the weather had been very much
against the playing of golf, but work has been
going on behind the scenes. | hope that the
weather will improve over the next few weeks so
that we can play our usual Wednesday competi-
tions.
Weather permitting ‘Roll Ups’ will be 12.00 noon
Mondays February 5, February 26, March 19.
All are welcome to attend especially new mem-
bers
Team squads have been selected and are
posted on the notice board
The Team Captains are :

Jo. Lloyd-Davies

Chris Williams

Rosemary Perry

Gail Stuckey

Email addresses. Club.

Editor.

Chris Williams
Gina Churchill

Team meeting and practice will be held on
26" .March.

A Coffee Morning will be held on the 19"..March

when | hope that as many as possible will sup-
port it: so please enter this date in your diaries
now.

The first committee meeting of 2007 was held on

Wednesday 17". January when our new com-
mittee members Bridget Grieve, Antonina Ha-
jduk and Ivy Radford were welcomed. We also
welcomed Gina Churchill as our new treasurer
and wish her well in her new job. A number of
matters were discussed and will appear in
“Points of Interest” on the ladies notice board.
At this meeting the committee decided that all

the proceeds from the raffles of the Ladies Open

Meetings be donated to Shelter Box. Shelter
Box is a Cornish Charity, which provides basic
survival equipment to those affected by disas-
ters anywhere in the world. Recipients include
the Tsunami and Pakistan earthquake victims.
Information on Shelter Box is on display in the
locker room.

May | impress upon you the need to read

the notices that are posted, because they do

contain lots of information relevant to all players.

Chris Williams.

HOUSE.

You may well realize that a national ban on
smoking in clubs etc will be coming in July this
year. The House Committee took a proposal to
the General Committee to preempt this and

! in the clubhouse as from " #
$U%&"
This was unanimously passed. Notices will be

placed in the Amory bar in the next few weeks to

warn members of this.

Following a visit from Health & Safety, the
kitchen floor covering was deemed unsafe!
As a result the kitchen will need to close for a

period of up to 4 days in the near future. Please

bear with us while this work is carried out.

When this miserable wet weather lets us use our

excellent clubhouse and course, let us have a
good golfing season.

Annette Cardwell (Chairman)

GREENS.

Unfortunately the weather has beaten us on a
number of occasions and the course has been
shut for health and safety reasons. It won'’t be
long now before the spring will be upon us and
we will be back to normal!!

The winter work programmes have been pro-
gressing despite the weather, and the ninth tee

and bunker rebuilds will be completed on sched-
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ule. You will see that work has started on the
practice ground to extend the irrigation sys-
tem, which will increase the coverage of
watering to include the practice green and
areas where golfers have practiced. So
when you have filled your divots with the mix
provided in the divot boxes and top dressing
applied to the area we will see greater ger-
mination of the seed, which will both en-
hance and improve the overall grass cover-
age in this area.

Steve and his team have also been investing
time in the annual maintenance of our fair-
ways, both aerating them and keeping them
clear of leaves. A new tractor has been pur-
chased which has helped the greens staff to
get onto the fairways without causing dam-
age. Further investment is planned this year
on machinery for hollow tining and top dress-
ing. All of this is important work and will reap
dividends in the main golfing season.

As always, | would welcome any feedback
on the presentation of the course. | can be
contacted by phone on 07971 001286 or by
email on andrewpryce@yahoo.co.uk.

Andy Pryce (Chairman)

Press Coverage.

After a brief Iull in the club’s press coverage,

| am keen to get us right back on the map in

local newspapers and, where possible, re-

gional magazines.

The fact | am no longer involved with the Mid

Devon Gazette, my work commitments with

the PGA towards the end of last season and

the smaller programme of events in the win-

ter have contributed to a reduction in column

inches in recent months.

But hopefully the New Year will bring a fresh

start and an opportunity to move forward our

media coverage.

While | plan to pick up many of the results

myself, and liaise with officials from each

section of the club regarding other competi-

tion and match round-ups, | am keen to hear

from members in general who have a golf

story to tell.

For example, have you or a fellow member:

A. Picked up a prize in a competition away

from Tiverton?

B. Been selected for a representative side

such as Devon or the South West?

C. Had a hole-in-one?

D. Experienced a particularly unusual event

during a round of golf?

If you have a story, photograph or any other

ideas, please e-mail the details to me
( ) vt

or call me on 07779 564029. E-mail is the

preferred choice because that is how | will

forward reports to the press.

Jim Bray (Press Officer)



